7. KALLENBACH'S CONVERSION

Everybody who has read Gandhiji's Satyagraha
in South Africa1 will remember how he was set upon by
Pathans in South Africa and left for dead; and how,
on regaining consciousness, his first words were to this
effect: "My assailants must not be punished. I forgive
them freely."

After that day Bapu's great and faithful friend,
Mr. Kallenbach,2 never allowed Bapu to go anywhere
alone and unattended. Kallenbach was a tall, well-
built and powerful man, an adept at wrestling and
boxing, and in all the arts of attack and defence. Where-
ever Bapu went, there also went his faithful body-guard,
Kallenbach.

One day, Bapu was going to a meeting. It came
to Kallenbach's ears that the whites were staging an
attack on Bapu, and he slipped a revolver into his hip-
pocket, just in case of trouble* When Bapu learnt this,
he was greatly annoyed. "Throw your revolver away,"
he ordered. "Is your trust in God or in that revolver?
Actually, there is no need whatever for you to come
with me. I need no protection. Am I not safe in God's
hands? So long as He desires to take work from me,
He is sure to keep me safe."

*                *                *

1  pp. 167-8.
2  A German architect who joined Gandhiji's fold and   be-
came his close associate.
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